
“Remembering
Why We Are Who

We Are”
The month of June is a lot of bits
all rolled into a 30 day span.
There are graduations for just
about every school imaginable;
from preschool on up. We have
the greatest numbers of brides
and grooms tying the knot and
then there is Father’s Day. Add to
these the start of
summer and family
trips and it is a full
month.

In the midst of all of
the bits crammed into
June, it is important to
once again remember
why we exist as a
church. It is not to
give us a place to go on Sundays
nor is it to provide us a social
context. Simply put, we are a
church to do the one thing that
Jesus left us to do—create
followers for Him. Anything that
dilutes this hinders our ability to
be obedient to His Commandment
and Commission.

We choose to work at creating

followers by creating pathways for
people to get Connected. A good
follower is in an ongoing
Relationship with their God. A
good follower is Connected to
Others within the body of Jesus in
a Love-based Relationship. A
good follower is Connected in
some manner in Service to the
World.

I highly doubt that as we cross
into heaven God will be asking us
to describe our various church

programs, studies,
and outings. He
will not be
interested in how
many worship team
members were on
our stage, or
teachers in our
classrooms or the
VBS attendance.
He will want to

know if we carried out His Son’s
directives. He will want to see if
we have chosen to make the
priorities of His Son our priorities
as well.

So as the month unfolds
remember why it is that we are
who we are.

I will see you Sunday?

Pastor Mike’s
Paper Pulpit
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Elders

Mack Jones—267-3090

Brett LeTourneau—706-2192

Michael Piersol—808-226-6754

Scott Stutsman—559-479-1946

Secretary

Amanda Stutsman—559-674-5203

Children & Youth

Katie Barsotti—559-903-5883

Pastor

Michael G. Stipe—559-259-6879

Connecting People To God - To Each Other & To The World

JUNE
2018

FCC exists
to create

disciples of
Jesus!



2300 Sunset Ave Madera, CA 93627 (559.674.5203) e-mail: office@maderafcc.org maderafcc.org

The Important Things

As Jacques and Maisey are cusping doggie
middle age, they are becoming more
focused on their priorities and more able to

directly communicate them to me. Jacques
values playing frisbee, sitting next to his mama, and
sharing my snacks. Maisey really cares about her morning
treats, getting her daily dose Vitamin D from basking in
the sun, and getting her pets and kisses. Both doggies love
their walks. How do they communicate what is important?
Jacques stands at attention out in the grass when I’m
home for lunch, imploring me to step outside and play. He
follows me around the house from room to room and
waits for me to sit down so that he can be near me. He
paws my arm when I’m eating my Greek yogurt, wanting
just a little taste. Maisey starts barking from the kitchen
when she wakes up and does not stop until someone gives
her something from the pantry. She jumps up on people’s
laps and puts her head under their hand. When they stop
petting, she groans, growls, barks, or tries to lick their
face until they resume services.

By the Merriam-Webster definition, middle age is the

period from about 45 to 64. By that measurement, I am
approaching human middle age. With that comes the
realization that I don’t have the amount of time to waste
that I had in my twenties. Could this explain why I have
become increasingly impatient when I perceive that
someone is wasting my time? Could Jacques and Maisey
know that they too have less time to waste, making it
necessary for them become more direct in expressing their
needs? Is this all part of God’s natural design, that His
creation develops the drive to become more efficient and
to hone in on the important things in order to finish the
path He has laid out? Where are my priorities?

Hebrews 12:1-2 says, “Therefore we also, since we are
surround by so great a could of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” As my priorities evolve, my need
for God intensifies.

~Melissa

PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

Greg & Vicki Syverson
CMF International — Mexico

Vince & Gretta Payne
Panama Mission Foundation

Dr. & Mrs. Yoon Kwon Chae
Korea Gospel Mission

Champions For Tomorrow
Clovis, CA

American Indian Christian Missions

Doors of Hope

Madera Community Food Bank

Madera Rescue Mission

Madera Love INC

Discover more information on the
missions we support on our
website: www.maderafcc.org

Together with our Families;

Katie Nicole Barsotti & Coty Lee Recek

Request the honor of your presence at our wedding

JUNE 9th 2018 At 3:00 pm

First Christian Church Madera

2300 Sunset Ave

Madera, CA 93637

Small social gathering to follow

-xoxo Katie



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Birthdays

10 Kaitlyn Camp

12 Willis Creamer

16 Mercy Creamer

28 Mickie Purl

Anniversaries

11 Willis & Mercy

Creamer

1 2
Men’s Breakfast—7:30am

@Perkos

Women’s Breakfast—8am

@Robin Walton’s home

Elder’s Meeting—9am

Board Meeting—10am

3

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

4 5

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

6 7

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

8 9

10

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

11 12

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

13

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

14
Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

15 16

17

Bible Classes 9:30

Reception 10:15

Worship 10:45

18 19

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

20 21

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

22 23

24

Bible Classes 9:30

Worship 10:45

Youth Group 6:30-7:30

25 26

Intercessory Prayer

6:30pm-7:30pm

27

FCC Food Bank

10:00am– Noon

28

Worship Team Rehearsal

6:00pm

29 30

June 2018



There are FOUR emphases in prayer that Team Daniel
offers to you as a part of our church family.

The FCC Prayer Team meets each Sunday morning in
Pastor Mike’s office at 8:45 to seek God and prayer
walk the church facility.

Prayer Hosts are our volunteer prayer folks who are
available during the service to pray specifically with
you and for you.

Our Prayer Wall is found in the office hallway. Leave a
request and it will be
prayed over.

The Intercessors meet
Tuesdays from 6:30-
7:30 PM to lift up our
church family.

We just need YOU!

2018 Vacation
Bible School

July 9-12

6:00-8:15 PM

We Need
YOU!

“Why pray when
you can

worry?”
(A bit backwards

don’t you
think?)

CWF Breakfast—Saturday,
June 2nd—8am @ the home of

Robin Walton
2805 Willow Drive

June 2nd - Perkos 7:30 AM

Join us for the Following Messages on Facing your Giants:
June 3rd—“Don’t Look Now, But…” June 24th—“Waves and Scars”

June 10th—“It Is Inevitable” July 1st—“Taking Out The Trash”

June 17th—“My Life As A Dad” July 8th—“Taming the Lion”

Father’s Day

June 17th

Reception in the
Fountain Courtyard

@ 10:15

”My Life As A Dad”


